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• Lim-Ratnam, C. (2013). Tensions in defining quality pre-school education: The Singapore context. 

Educational Review, 65(4), 416-431.
• Ratnam-Lim, C. & Tan, A. (under review). The curious case of the tail wagging the dog. 

My involvement in assessment…
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Antoine Marivin, SEA-PLM Program Manager, 
SEA-PLM Secretariat

The experience of the Southeast Asia Primary Learning Metric 

as a regional large-scale assessment to measure global citizenship 

at the end of primary education 

in six ASEAN countries
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Q1. Challenges of assessing SEL & BL

• How do you define the purpose of SEL/BL assessment? 

• Why is it important?

• What is the most difficult part in assessing SEL/BL?  



Challenges
• Definitional issues

• Lack of learning progressions > reasonable expectations

• Chasm between the routine and the non-routine

• Classroom culture

• Alignment

https://www.brookings.edu/blog/education-plus-development/2019/01/30/education-systems-

need-alignment-for-teaching-and-learning-21st-century-skills/

https://www.brookings.edu/blog/education-plus-development/2019/01/30/education-systems-need-alignment-for-teaching-and-learning-21st-century-skills/


Constraints imposed by concept of “normal distribution”

https://ssir.org/articles/entry/education_is_changingits_time_assessment_caught_up

https://ssir.org/articles/entry/education_is_changingits_time_assessment_caught_up


Purpose(s) of SEL Assessment in the Singapore Context: 
a cautionary tale
Summative: 
• Entrenched notions: For 

accountability; certification; 
indication of merit  emplacement 
at next level of education (high 
stakes)

• Extrinsic “motivation” (stick or 
carrot): credits or mandatory 
examinations for qualification into 
University (e.g. “testimonials”; 
“Holistic Report Card”; Project Work)   

• We value what is measured

Formative: 
• Diagnosis: to identify strengths & 

weaknesses/ “needs” (connotations) 
 for what purpose? To “track”? 

• Feedback: goal setting; for 
improvement (if used) 

• “Balanced”: other modes (besides 
paper and pen) & other domains & 
skills (besides cognitive): to signal 
that we measure what we value     



Difficulties in assessing SEL

Mindsets concerning “Assessment”
• Accountability  to prove/ to ensure it 

is “done” (taught/ learnt)  need to 
identify & “track”

• Indication of “merit”  what is 
measured is valued 

• Goal setting Whose goals? Whose 
definition of “success” & “standards”?  

The Nature of SEL 



Curriculum Framework Reform (MoEYS, 2016)

The core competencies within the new curriculum framework:

• Literacy and Numeracy 

• Foreign Languages (English and/or French)

• Information, Communication and Technology (ICT) 

• Communication and Teamwork

• Analysis and Creativity

• Applying Knowledge and Skills 

• Personal, Family and Social Development

• Global Citizenship 

• Entrepreneurship and Leadership
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K-12 Assessment Framework (MoEYS, 2018)
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Challenges… 

• One major challenge is in helping teachers to understand the 21st century skills and global 
citizenship. Because they don’t fully understand these, teachers are unsure about how to teach 
and assess them. The missing data from piloting global citizenship was up to 40%.

• Another challenge is that teachers already feel overloaded because they have to get through the 
curriculum, so they feel that assessing 21st century skills or global citizenship is too much.

• There are tensions. The teachers feel pressured to engage in new activities by the Ministry or 
Provincial Office of Education

• There is a disconnect between policy and practice, and EQAD is working on how to bridge that 
gap. 
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The importance of assessing SEL/BL 

• Better define and elaborate on concepts in the ASEAN vision - reflect living in 
community at local and global, justice, equity, security, peace, citizenship, health; 

• Advance regional discussions on global citizenship and how SEL/BL fits into 
broader skills framework to understand the interconnectedness of all life on the 
planet and relate to others with this understanding to make the world a more 
peaceful, just, safe and sustainable place;

• Fill data gap on practices and perceptions to complete the picture of learning 
inputs, practices and outputs;

• Inform international commitment toward SDG 4;

• Target various potential audiences for the dissemination of findings. 



Why assessing SEL/BL in large scale assessment is difficult?
• Need to be aligned on familiar context for student in grade 5 but remain 

culturally neutral from one country from the other (contextual bias) 

• No comparable existing standardized tools at large scale assessment at primary 
level to guide experimentation

• Considering type of questions for – local citizen vs. global citizen?

• Measuring concepts in different language of instruction and countries 

• Accounting for students’ developing reading comprehension and vocabulary 
skills 

• Time constraints due to standardization - less than 20 minutes. Psychologist 
interview or focus group or observation…

• Pupils ask for assistance to understanding questions and fill-up questionnaire

• Social desirability bias 



Open discussion 1
It is difficult to assess SEL and BL because…

a. Definition of the constructs is difficult.

b. Defining the progression of SEL/BL is difficult.

c. Purpose of SEL/BL assessment is unclear.

d. Alignment between curricula, pedagogy and assessment is missing/weak.

e. Only limited technics are available (difficult to develop items).

f. We cannot quantify SEL/BL.

g. Other reasons.



Q2. Possible solutions

• Suggest ONE approach/practice 

• Discuss why it is a possible (innovative) solution.



Why SEA-PLM approach is a possible solution?

• First feedback from the development and field trial phases; awaiting data from SEA-
PLM 2019 main survey 

• Experimental analyses from field trial show that students are more interested in being 
‘good local citizens’ rather than ‘active global citizens’

• Some teachers and schools surveyed expressed interest to learn about global 
citizenships topics and how to include them in their daily teaching

• Identified need to add an additional question for the main survey to see students’ 
experiences of learning global citizenship-related topics 

• The final global citizenship domain is comprised of a set of 10 student questions (71 
items) and a set of five teacher questions (50 items). 

• Common indices to report findings for ASEAN countries to describe and compare in-
country situation, over time and compare if needed across countries.



One question - perception of issues at local and global level 
in climate, environment, citizenship

At school, how much have you learned about the following topics?

A lot / Some / A little / Nothing

a) What is happening in countries near?

b) What is happening in the world?

c) How things that happen in other countries affect

d) Understanding people that are different to you 

e) How to solve peacefully? 

f) Pollution in your country? 

g) Pollution in places outside?

h) Loss of natural resources, for example water, energy and useable land? 

i) Climate change?

j) How you can help to solve problems with your classmates? 



Focus on alignment

• Acknowledge that changed learning goals mean 
changed curriculum, changed pedagogical strategies, 
and changed approaches to assessment

• Do I teach 

in the same way as a sports
teacher teaches race start-up? 

Optimizing 

Assessment 

for All



Zone of proximal development

• Start where the individual is 
ready to learn

• Apply this principle not only to 
students but to teachers and to 
system change

• In OAA we are taking current 
examples of assessments and re-
visioning these to capture social 
and cognitive competencies

Authenticity
• Use real problems to teach 

approaches to problem solving

• Have students work in groups to 
develop collaborative and 
communicative competencies

• Encourage enquiry and 
exploration through posing 
questions to which there are 
multiple responses

Optimizing 

Assessment 

for All



SEL Assessments New Practices… in Cambodia 
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SEA-PLM: Literacies of:

• Reading

• Writing

• Math

• Global Citizenship 

OAA: 21st Century Skills:

• Critical Thinking  

• Problem Solving

• Collaboration



Opportunities

• Gaining strong supports from MoEYS leaders

• School leaders have strong commitments to integrate 

21st skills and global citizenship in learning activities 

• Build up the capacity of technical team on 21st skills and 

global citizenship assessment

• Build up the capacity of teacher on integration 21st skills 

and global citizenship into their lesson. 
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Next Steps as possible solutions…

• Scale up 21st skills assessment as main survey in 2019

• Conduct global citizenship assessment as part of SEA-PLM main

survey in 2019

• Develop the guideline on how to align 21st skills and global citizenship

with inquiry based learning (IBL) for teacher training

• Develop item bank of 21st skills and global citizenship for providing to

teacher as sample items

• Identify existing items of national assessment to link with 21st skills,

especially focusing on critical thinking & problem solving and develop

global citizenship items.



Possible (Innovative?) Solutions (1)
Teaching with “Assessment for 
Learning” about SEL
Co-construct descriptors of SEL 
• The importance of TALKING about 

examples of what is valued & why it is 
valued

• If a “grid” is used, take note about 
“indicators”: 

Need help
Fair 
Improved
Good
Excellent 

Emergent 
Developing 
Meeting expectations 
Exceeding expectations 

Give Children a VOICE 
If you sincerely desire to know how the 
child feels  Give each child a disposable 
camera to take photographs of:
- My favorite place in school
- What makes me feel proud about 

myself
- What makes me feel….  



Possible (Innovative?) Solutions (2)

Students to Plan for their Service Learning Projects using Design Thinking 



Open discussion 2

Any other solutions?



Wrap-up

What did you learn from the session? Please share in a single 
keyword what you will take away from the session using Wooclap

• UNESCO will prepare a report of the Session. If you wish to stay 
connected on this topic, please leave your email address!


